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A Gift That Lasts Forever

When you include United Way in your planned giving, 
you are helping to ensure that families in our community 
achieve financial stability.  You’re helping children enter 
school ready to learn.  And you’re providing youth with 
the support they need to stay in school and graduate.  
These are the building blocks of better lives, and they 
form the foundation of a strong community.

Leaving a planned gift is a meaningful way to both make an 
expression of your values and realize significant financial, 
tax and estate planning benefits.  The process is simple,  
but the impact will be felt for generations to come.

We’re happy to walk you through the process and answer 
your questions.  Thank you for your support of United Way. INNOVATIVE INVESTMENTS
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How to Include United Way  
in your Will or Estate Plan 

It is easy to include United Way in your will or estate 
plans. Here are 6 of the most popular ways to do this.  
We would welcome the opportunity to send you additional 
information or meet with you to take the next steps.

   Name United Way as a beneficiary in your will. 

A bequest provision can be included in your will 
when you are creating it, or you can amend your 
existing will through the use of a codicil. 

This arrangement provides you with flexibility and  
control should your circumstances change. You can  
designate an exact amount or asset or a percentage  
of the assets in your will. 

Each year, volunteers from the Women’s  
Leadership Council connect hundreds of new 
and expectant families to valuable information 
and community resources. To learn more, visit 
UnitedWayMassBay.org

Getting babies off to a brighter start 
at our Community Baby Shower. 
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Make an outright gift of cash or appreciated  
stock or real estate.

This is an excellent technique for individuals in the  
highest tax bracket...or those who have sold a business  
or received a significant bonus and could benefit from  
an immediate tax deduction.

Name United Way as the beneficiary of  
a retirement plan.

Perpetuating your gift through a retirement plan is simple, 
flexible and tax wise. Contact the administrator of your  
retirement plan to designate United Way as the benefi-
ciary of your retirement plan. They can also let you know 
what restrictions might apply.

The benefits of naming United Way as the beneficiary  
of a retirement account include:

•  Avoiding potential double taxation on retirement 
fund gifts to heirs (estate tax and income tax).

•  Allowing you to continue to draw money out  
of your retirement account while you are living.

•   Providing you with the freedom to change your  
mind if your situation changes.

•  Giving you the satisfaction of knowing that your 
hard-earned retirement funds will continue to  
impact people’s lives in our community.
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Name United Way as the beneficiary of an  
existing or new life insurance policy. 

Many contributors are attracted to life insurance because 
it enables them to make a larger gift than they would 
otherwise have been able to make. Here’s how it works: 
you pay the premiums on a life insurance policy that will 
ultimately produce a sizable gift to United Way. If United 
Way is named as the owner and beneficiary, you will also 
receive a tax deduction for the annual premiums.

Benefit from a split interest gift.

A split interest gift is really two gifts, one that is present
interest and one that is future interest. Typically, the
present interest gift is a lifetime flow of income back 
to the donor. The future interest gift is the amount the 
charity will receive at the death of the donor. The most 
popular split interest gift is a charitable remainder trust. 
It is a gift that returns an income to you, your spouse or 
another beneficiary you name. Highly appreciated but  
low yield stock is an ideal asset to use in a charitable 
remainder trust.

Another “split interest” gift is a retained life estate. This 
is a way to give away the future interest in your home 
after your lifetime. You continue to enjoy your home while
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you are living. Perhaps you own a home or vacation home
that your children have no interest in inheriting. You can
create an irrevocable provision to retain the use of your
home during your lifetime...and give the remainder  
interest to United Way at your death. You receive a  
current income tax deduction for the remainder interest 
and remove the home from your taxable estate.

Make a gift through a Charitable Gift Annuity  
and receive payments for life.

If you would like to benefit from interest that is higher  
than you can obtain from CDs and money market  
accounts, a charitable gift annuity is an excellent gift 
option, especially if you are over 60 years old. You would 
receive annuity payments for life and the remainder of the 
gift would benefit our community through United Way. 
The projected amount of the gift that would go to  
United Way is tax deductible. 

For a customized illustration on how a charitable gift annuity would  
benefit United Way and you, please visit www.UWGift.org and click on  
“Create Your Plan.”

Information and calculations are for illustration purposes only and should  
not be considered legal, accounting or other professional advice. Your actual 
benefits may vary depending on the nature and timing of the gift and your 
particular circumstances.

Ensuring 5,000 struggling families have  
a Thanksgiving meal. Every November, United  
Way volunteers collect, pack and distribute holiday  
meals made possible by the generosity of our  
donors. To learn more, visit UnitedWayMassBay.org
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CONSIDER INCLUDING

UNITED WAY IN YOUR WILL

OR ESTATE PLAN.

Boston
51 Sleeper Street
Boston, MA 02210-1208
617-624-8000

Lowell
100 Merrimack Street, Suite 307
Lowell, MA 01852
978-656-5300 

United Way of Greater Seacoast
Pease International Tradeport
112 Corporate Drive, Unit 3
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-436-5554

North Shore
248 Cabot Street, Suite 2
Beverly, MA 01915
978-922-3966 

LIVE UNITED

UnitedWayMassBay.org/PlannedGivingLEARN MORE 


